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P R O G R A M  N O T E

We’re All a Little Mad Here takes its title from a play on the famous line from Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland. 
Full of frenetic, manic energy, this work for brass quintet opens with an explosive tension that propels the 
listener forward into the madness. As the music grows and weaves between the performers, the distant 
murmurings of indistinguishable voices build into a swirling, incessant exclamation.

There is a shared experience of the internalized anxiety bubbling over throughout this work. And, even though 
we might say (as Alice did), “I don’t want to go among mad people,” maybe the talking cat is right. We’re all a 
little mad here.

P E R F O R M A N C E  N O T E S
Mutes –

Trumpet 1 -- straight mute, harmon mute (stem in), and a plunger.
Trumpet 2 -- straight mute and harmon mute (stem in).

Microtones –
All microtones throughout the piece utilize arrows to show directions of their adjustment (either up a quarter 
tone or down a quarter from the standard accidental). Most of these adjustments can be achieved either 
through the use of alternate fingers (some suggestions provided), embouchure changes, or a combination of 
the two.

Accidentals –
All accidentals persist through the measure unless cancelled out by another accidental. Accidentals are not 
octave transposable.

I N S T R U M E N T A T I O N

Trumpet  1  & 2  ( in  C)
Horn in  F
Trombone
Tuba

This work is dedicated, with gratitude, to the ensembles who commissioned and premiered the piece:
Baylor Brass, Braeburn Brass, and Big Bend Bass.
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